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Keep Freight Moving: Invest in America’s Seaports 
 

Corpus Christi, TX, USA – With the U.S. House set to consider sweeping transportation legislation this 
month, port directors from across the country have issued an urgent call to fully fund programs that will 
keep America’s endangered freight corridors open for business.   
 
The economic cost of America’s crumbling transportation infrastructure is well documented.  According 
to the American Society of Civil Engineers, the cost of deficient highways could cost businesses and 
households up to $276 billion by 2020; perhaps $1.3 trillion by 2040.  Some 1,200 miles of these roadways 
serve as vital freight connections to U.S. ports, which are also in dire need of investment.  A $9.3 billion 
U.S. trade loss is projected from the use of undersized vessels in shallow harbors and narrow channels by 
2020.  Added product costs due to shallow harbors may reach $14 billion by 2040. 
 
Counted on to move millions of tons of freight each year, the capacity and efficiency of ports and their 
landside connections are under threat.  Failure to improve them will hurt the economy and threaten job 
creation in port communities nationwide.  
 
There is a lot at stake. Approximately $6 billion worth of goods and material move through America’s 
seaports every day.  Last year, international trade through seaports accounted for $4.6 trillion – about 
one-quarter of the U.S. economy – and is projected to reach 60 percent of GDP by 2030.  In 2014, 
economic activity at American ports generated more than 23 million jobs and more than $321 billion in 
tax revenue. 
 
Here in Corpus Christi, Texas, our seaport generates thousands of jobs and contributes billions of dollars 

to the local economy.  With exported goods such as liquefied petroleum, wind turbine components, grain, 

and much more moving through our ports, they are critical to the state’s employers, manufacturers and 

farmers. 
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In a recent report by the American Association of Port Authorities, Texas port leaders identified the need 

for more than a billion dollars in landside freight infrastructure investments over the next decade.  

Nationwide, nearly one in three port leaders said they need at least $100 million in intermodal upgrades 

to handle projected 2025 freight volumes.  The total investment required across all port locations is 

estimated to exceed $29 billion.  

Without efficient land connections, seaports will suffer.  Rising freight volumes and population growth 

will see to that.  Between 2000 and 2013, container volumes grew by approximately 50 percent, from 30.4 

million to 44.6 million, adding further strain to inland highway and rail connectors.  Populations in 

metropolitan areas, home to most major seaports, also grew by 33 million people, or 14 percent.  Like 

freight volume, population is expected to trend upward for at least the next 30 years.  What happens 

when port infrastructure fails to keep pace?   

The answer:  Congestion.  One-third of U.S. port directors say congestion at intermodal connectors over 

the past decade has already caused productivity to decline between 25 and 50 percent.  Decreased 

productivity means delayed orders, spoiled perishables, higher shipping expenses, and reduced 

international competitiveness.  Ultimately, manufacturers, farmers, and consumers shoulder the costs.   

America can’t afford a lack of investment in its nation’s freight network.  Simply put, in Texas and across 

the country, we need to keep freight moving. 

 

About Port Corpus Christi 

As the primary economic engine of the Coastal Bend, Port Corpus Christi is the 5th largest port in the United States 
in total tonnage.   Our mission; to “Leverage Commerce to Drive Prosperity.”  Our vision; “To be the energy port of 
the America’s.”  Strategically located on the western Gulf of Mexico, with a straight, 45’ deep channel, Port Corpus Christi 
provides quick access to the Gulf and the entire United States inland waterway system. The Port delivers outstanding 
access to overland transportation with on-site direct connections to three Class-1 railroads and uncongested interstate 
and state highways. Port Corpus Christi is protected by a state-of-the-art security department and an award-winning 
Environmental Management System.  With outstanding management and operations staff, Port Corpus Christi is 
clearly “The Port of the Lone Star State.”  
http://www.portcorpuschristi.com/ 
 
Port Corpus Christi is a member of START (South Texas Alliance for Regional Trade), a collaborative effort that 
highlights business opportunities in South Texas in the manufacturing, energy, aerospace, international trade, 
military, and other sectors and the related strategic support provided by Port San Antonio, Port Corpus Christi, and 
Port Laredo. http://www.southtexastrade.com/ 

 
• Come Sea Us; Join Your Port of the Lone Star State on Social Media • 

 
 
 

### 

 

 

http://www.portcorpuschristi.com/
http://www.southtexastrade.com/
https://www.facebook.com/PortCorpusChristi
https://twitter.com/PoccaPort
http://www.linkedin.com/company/port-of-corpus-christi
https://plus.google.com/106599695956748334520/posts
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6xQ7OS-gffuDtS1xZX-WWw?feature=watch

